“In fact, as a constitutional
scholar in the standard

sense, my mind is filled with
terms like the rule of law,
democracy, and human rights,
so no matter what major
events are happening outside,
such as the COVID-19
outbreak, which is rare for
human beings , my first
reaction is to deal with the
state of emergency in response
to the new crown pneumonia
epidemic, what about the
values of the rule of law,
democracy and human rights
that we are familiar with? Do
you still want to persevere?
How to persevere? Who will
hold on? To what extent do
you persist? These questions
are the basic theoretical
questions of constitutional
law and the habitual
constitutional thinking of
every constitutional scholar in
the true sense.

Mo Jihong
Director of Law Institute of Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences.
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- Francesca Staiano

“A complete reversal and
resetting of dominant patterns
is necessary, if we want to
survive and safeguard our
health, the most important
and indispensable of our
assets. Refocusing the whole
of the international system

in all its aspects (political,
social, legal, economic) on
the primary objective of

the safeguard of human life
appears nowadays necessary
more than ever. Continuing
“business as usual” or “war as
usual” is no solution but only
a step more towards the abyss.
We have to draw a series of
important lessons from this
unfortunate situation.”

Fibio Marcelli

Director in the Institute for
International Legal Studies of the
National Research Council of Italy



